Public housing’s new look

Park 16 complex opens,
featuring an upbeat design
along with ‘green’ features

By Bruce C. Smith

bruce.smith@indystar.com

Markina Sanders feels at home in 16
Park, the newest complex of affordable
apartments in Indianapolis, which offi-
cially opened Thursday with environ-
mentally friendly features and an upbeat
design that shatter the old stereotypes of
public housing.

The mother of four young sons said
she feels safe and can take pride in their
new townhome at 16th Street and Park
Avenue on the Near Northside. It is a few
big steps from their former apartment in
Caravelle Commons, which will be torn
down to make way for the new buildings.

A ceremony Thursday marked the
opening of 16 Park’s first phase, which
contains 29 apartments and two-story
townhomes.

The Indianapolis Housing Agency is
developing the new buildings, which will
eventually have 155 units.

Construction is expected to cost
$34 million, which is part of a $123 mil-
lion capital campaign by the city Hous-
ing Agency to make improvements in
public housing.

THA aims to improve affordable hous-
ing by building 400 new units, revitaliz-
ing 1,324 more and upgrading the living

Bruce R. Baird, the agency’s execi
director,
In the first

ings of 16 Park, 17 have made the move
from nearby Caravelle Commons. Twen-
ty-two units are leased, and there is a
| waiting list for the available spaces. The
list is open for more names.
Construction is visible on the 8-acre
site for the next phase of buildings,
scheduled to open next spring.
Eventually, the area will flourish with
" 11 new buildings tied to urban amenities
| that include the green space of MLK
| Park, shopping at a Kroger supermarket

spaces of 3,000 residents, according to
Ve

few days since tenants
were accepted into the first-phase build-
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The first of 11 planned buildings in the 16 Park complex opened Thursday. The public

housing complex is part of a $123 million capital campaign by the city Housing Agency
to make improvements in public housing.

|+ PHOTOS: Go to IndyStar.com/
photos to see more pictures from
the opening.
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